
New Year’s Day 
January 1, 2023 at 10:30 AM 

 
We welcome you to worship today.  It is a privilege to have you as our guest. 

As you join us today, begin to worship quietly with personal prayer. 
Please turn off your cell phone and turn your hearts and minds toward God. 

 
We prepare for worship 

 
Take a moment and meditate on this as you prepare for worship… 
 

See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. The 
reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him.                                                                  1 John 3:1 

         
Prelude                                        Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming          (tune – German Hymn) – Praetorius 

Dr. Kenneth Dean, Jr. – Director of Music Ministries 
 

Please quietly prepare your hearts for worship during the Prelude. 
 
Aisquith Life and Opportunities 
 

We praise our great God 
                                    

Call to Worship                                                                                                         Psalm 118:14-15b,19-24 
 

14 The Lord is my strength and my song; 
    he has become my salvation. 
15 Glad songs of salvation 
    are in the tents of the righteous. 
19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, 
    that I may enter through them 
    and give thanks to the Lord. 
20 This is the gate of the Lord; 
    the righteous shall enter through it. 
21 I thank you that you have answered me 
    and have become my salvation. 
22 The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the cornerstone. 
23 This is the Lord's doing; 
    it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 This is the day that the Lord has made; 
    let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 
Invocation 

 
Hymn No. 200                                  It Came upon the Midnight Clear                                                 Carol 
 

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold: 
“Peace on the earth, good will to men, from heav’n’s all gracious King”; 



the world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing. 
 

Still through the cloven skies they come, with peaceful wings unfurled, 
And still their heav’nly music floats o’er all the weary world: 
Above its sad and lowly plains they bend n hov’ring wing, 
And ever o’er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing. 

 
And ye, beneath life’s crushing load, whose forms are bending low, 
Who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow, 
Look now!  For glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing: 
O rest beside the weary road and hear the angels sing. 

 
For low, the days are hast’ning on, by prophet bards foretold, 
When with the ever-circling years comes round the age of gold; 
When peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling, 
And the whole world give back the song which now the angels sing. 
 

We embrace Christ’s Call 
 
Confession of Sin (Responsive)                                                                                         Hebrews 10:26-31 
 

26 For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth,  
there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a 
fury of fire that will consume the adversaries.  
28 Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the evidence of two or three 
witnesses.  
29 How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who has 
trampled underfoot the Son of God,  
and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the 
Spirit of grace?  
30 For we know him who said, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay.”  
And again, “The Lord will judge his people.”  
31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 

 
Individual Confession of Sin 
 
Confession of Faith                                                                   Westminster Larger Catechism, Question 67 
 

Q. 67. What is effectual calling? 
Effectual calling is the work of God’s almighty power and grace, whereby (out of his free 
and special love to his elect, and from nothing in them moving him thereunto) he does, in his 
accepted time, invite and draw them to Jesus Christ, by his Word and Spirit; savingly 
enlightening their minds, renewing and powerfully determining their wills, so as they 
(although in themselves dead in sin) are hereby made willing and able freely to answer his 
call, and to accept and embrace the grace offered and conveyed therein. 

 
Assurance of God’s Grace                                                                                                  Ephesians 1:13-14 
 

13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in 
him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until 
we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 



 
Hymn No. 460                                                  Amazing Grace!                                            Amazing Grace 
 

Amazing grace!  How sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see. 

 
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; 
how precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed! 

 
Thro’ many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come; 
‘tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 

 
The Lord has promised good to me, his Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be, as long as life endures. 

 
And when this flesh and heart shall fail, and mortal life shall cease, 
I shall possess within the veil a life of joy and peace. 

 
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, 
we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’ve first begun. 

 
We acknowledge God’s blessings 

 
The Prayers of God’s People and the Lord’s Prayer (in unison)                                         RE Mark Werner                   
 

We respond in gratitude for God’s blessing 
 
The Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings 
 
Offertory                                                Do You Hear What I Hear?                               The Aisquith Choir 

 
Do you hear what I hear? 
Said the night wind to the little lamb - Do you see what I see? (Do you see what I see?) Way up 

in the sky, little lamb - Do you see what I see? (Do you see what I see?) A star, a star, dancing in the night 
- With a tail as big as a kite - With a tail as big as a kite 

Said the little lamb to the shepherd boy - Do you hear what I hear? (Do you hear what I hear?) 
Ringing through the sky, shepherd boy - Do you hear what I hear? (Do you hear what I hear?) 

A song, a song high above the trees - With a voice as big as the sea - With a voice as big as the 
sea. 

Said the shepherd boy to the mighty king - Do you know what I know? (Do you know what I 
know?) In your palace warm, mighty king - Do you know what I know? (Do you know what I know?) 

A Child, a Child shivers in the cold - Let us bring him silver and gold - Let us bring him silver 
and gold - Said the king to the people everywhere - Listen to what I say! (Listen to what I say!) Pray for 
peace, people, everywhere - Listen to what I say! (Listen to what I say!) The Child, the Child sleeping in 
the night - He will bring us goodness and light - He will bring us goodness and light. 
 
The Doxology (Hymnal, pg. 731) and Prayer of Dedication 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above ye heav’nly host: 



Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

We hear God speak in Word and Sacrament 
                                           
Scripture Reading                                                  Isaiah 61                                               Pew Bible pg. 620                                                           
 

1 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
    because the Lord has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor; 
    he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
    and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 
2 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, 
    and the day of vengeance of our God; 
    to comfort all who mourn; 
3 to grant to those who mourn in Zion— 
    to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
    the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; 
that they may be called oaks of righteousness, 
    the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified. 
4 They shall build up the ancient ruins; 
    they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, 
    the devastations of many generations. 

 
5 Strangers shall stand and tend your flocks; 
    foreigners shall be your plowmen and vinedressers; 
6 but you shall be called the priests of the Lord; 
    they shall speak of you as the ministers of our God; 
you shall eat the wealth of the nations, 
    and in their glory you shall boast. 
7 Instead of your shame there shall be a double portion; 
    instead of dishonor they shall rejoice in their lot; 
therefore in their land they shall possess a double portion; 
    they shall have everlasting joy. 

 
8 For I the Lord love justice; 
    I hate robbery and wrong; 
I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
    and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
9 Their offspring shall be known among the nations, 
    and their descendants in the midst of the peoples; 
all who see them shall acknowledge them, 
    that they are an offspring the Lord has blessed. 

 
10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; 
    my soul shall exult in my God, 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 
    he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 



    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11 For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 
    and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
    to sprout up before all the nations. 

 
Sermon                                               “The Year of The Lord’s Favor”                                 Pastor Ceselsky 
 

Sermon Outline can be found on the back page of the bulletin. 
 
Celebration of The Lord’s Supper 

 
We respond to God’s grace 

 
Hymn No. 30                                     Our God, Our Help in Ages Past                                            St. Anne 

 
Our God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home: 

 
Under the shadow of your throne your saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is your arm alone, and our defense is sure. 

  
Before the hills in order stood, or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting you are God, to endless years the same. 

 
A thousand ages in your sight are like an evening gone;  
Short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun. 

 
The busy tribes of flesh and blood, with all their lives and cares, 
Are carried downward by your flood, and lost in foll’wing years. 

 
Time, like an ever-rolling stream, bears all its sons away; 
They fly forgotten, as a dream dies at the op’ning day. 

 
Our God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
O be our guard while troubles last, and our eternal home. 

 
Benediction and Three-Fold Amen (Hymnal, pg. 740)                                                                       Danish 
 
Postlude                  O Thou Who The Shepherd of Israel Art       (tune: Joanna) – Traditional Welsh Hymn 
 

Please be seated and quietly reflect upon the Lord’s grace during the Postlude. 
 

 
Announcements 

 
Giving Envelopes for 2023 and sorted Christmas cards are in the narthex.  They are arranged 
alphabetically based on last name.  Please note that we have had to change a few envelope numbers. 
 
2023 Photo Directory Updates are available in the narthex – these will easily insert into your previous 
version.  If you notice any needed updates or need a new covered copy, please let Pastor Ceselsky know. 



 
A Congregational Meeting is hereby called for Sunday, February 5, 2023, to immediately follow the 
worship service.  The is our annual stated meeting for the purposes of reviewing the annual reports and 
voting on officer candidate: Deacon Rick Willis.  Please note that if you are responsible for writing one of 
the reports, they should be emailed to Pastor Ceselsky no later than Sunday, January 15. 
 
We will be hosting a congregational breakfast on Sunday, February 5 at 9 a.m.  Please plan to join us 
for a morning of fellowship before we gather for worship.  If you are willing to help with this breakfast, 
please let Pastor Ceselsky know. 
 
A sign-up sheet for the Lord’s Supper is in the narthex.  If you can help set up during one of our 
celebrations, that would be most helpful. 
 
We are still collecting inkjet cartridges.  There is a box in the kitchen for any donations. 
 

Prayer Requests 
 

1. Please continue to be in prayer for Eliza Boon and her family as she continues to battle illness. 
 

2. Please be in prayer for the many members, family members and friends of the Aisquith 
Community who currently struggling various illnesses and other physical and emotional issues. 

 
Weekly Calendar 

 
TODAY: 9:00 AM Sunday School for all ages 
     Children – Room 17 
     Adults and Older Children – Room 11 
  10:30 AM Worship Service 
     (Nursery is available in Room 25) 
Saturday 11:00 AM Choir Practice – Room 27 
NEXT Sunday 9:00 AM Sunday School for all ages 
     Children – Room 17 
     Adults and Older Children – Room 11 

10:30 AM Worship Service 
12:00 PM Taking Down the Christmas Decorations 

   
Coming Soon 

 
Sunday, February 5 – Congregational Breakfast and Meeting 

 
Church Officers 

 
Ruling Elders:  Jeff Soule & Mark Werner (Clerk) 
Deacons:  Andrew Bell, Gus DeFord, & Ken Schumann (President) 
Deaconesses:  Christine Clark, Debbie DeFord, Fran Oswinkle, & Jeanne Williams (Moderator) 
 

Sermon Notes 
 
Date:  January 1, 2023 
Text:  Isaiah 61 
Sermon Title: “The Year of the Lord’s Favor” 



Delivered By:  Pastor John Ceselsky 
 
Proposition:  We are, by grace, the eternal recipients of God’s favor. 
 
Main Point 1:  The Gospel Demonstrates God’s Favor. 
 
 Point 1:  We have received God’s Word (v. 1) 
 
 
 
 Point 2:  We have received God’s Spirit (v. 1) 
 
 
 
 Point 3:  We have received God’s reversal. (vss. 2-7) 
 
 
 
 Point 4:  We have received God’s calling. (v. 6) 
 
 
 
Main Point 2:  Divine Justice Reveals God’s Favor. 
 
 Point 1:  God’s justice delivers recompense. (v. 8) 
 
 
 
 Point 2:  God’s justice delivers blessing. (v. 9) 
 
 
 
Main Point 3:  Our Praise Exalts God’s Favor. (v. 10) 
 
 Point 1:  We have been given salvation. 
 
 
 
 Point 2:  We have been clothed in righteousness. 
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