
The Lord’s Day 
January 8, 2023 at 10:30 AM 

 
We welcome you to worship today.  It is a privilege to have you as our guest. 

As you join us today, begin to worship quietly with personal prayer. 
Please turn off your cell phone and turn your hearts and minds toward God. 

 

We prepare for worship 

 
Take a moment and meditate on this as you prepare for worship… 
 

We are foolishness, and he is made wisdom to us.  We are guilty and he is made righteousness.  We are depraved 

and corrupt; and he is made sanctification.  We are in bonds, and he is made redemption to us.              Matthew Henry 

         
Prelude                                                                  Allegretto                                                  Sir John Stainer 

Dr. Kenneth Dean, Jr. – Director of Music Ministries 

 

Please quietly prepare your hearts for worship during the Prelude. 

 

Aisquith Life and Opportunities 

 

We praise our great God 

                                    

Call to Worship                                                                                                                           Psalm 34:1-3 

 
1 I will bless the Lord at all times; 

    his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
2 My soul makes its boast in the Lord; 

    let the humble hear and be glad. 
3 Oh, magnify the Lord with me, 

    and let us exalt his name together! 

 

Invocation 

 

Hymn                                              How Deep the Father’s Love for Us                                         Townend 

 

How deep the Father’s love for us, 

How vast beyond all measure 

That He should give His only Son 

To make a wretch His treasure. 

How great the pain of searing loss 

The Father turns His face away 

As wounds which mar the Chosen One 

Bring many sons to glory. 

 

Behold the man upon the cross, 

My sin upon His shoulders 

Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 

Call out among the scoffers. 

It was my sin that held Him there 



Until it was accomplished 

His dying breath has brought me life; 

I know that it is finished. 

 

I will not boast in anything; 

No gifts, no power, no wisdom 

But I will boast in Jesus Christ: 

His death and resurrection. 

Why should I gain from His reward? 

I cannot give an answer 

But this I know with all my heart: 

His wounds have paid my ransom. 

 

We embrace Christ’s Call 

 

Confession of Faith                                                                                        Belgic Confession, Article 23.2 

 

We always hold fast this foundation, ascribing all the glory to God, humbling ourselves 

before Him, and acknowledging ourselves to be such as we really are, without presuming to 

trust in any thing in ourselves, or in any merit of ours, relying and resting upon the 

obedience of Christ crucified alone, which becomes ours when we believe in Him.  This is 

sufficient to cover all our iniquities, and to give us confidence in approaching God. 

 

Confession of Sin (Unison)                                                                                                   Romans 1:29-32 

 
29 [We] were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice.  [We] are 

full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness.  [We] are gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of 

God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31 foolish, 

faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32 Though [we] know God's righteous decree that those who 

practice such things deserve to die, [we] not only do them but give approval to those who 

practice them. 

 

Individual Confession of Sin 

 

Assurance of God’s Grace                                                                                                      Ephesians 2:8-9 

 
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 

God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

 

Hymn No. 9 (HMR)                                           Alive in Christ                                                     Sola Gratia 

 

I once was rebellious, corrupted by sin, pursuing the devil’s dark path, 

Oblivious, dead to the state I was in, an object of God’s dreadful wrath. 

 

But God who is rich in compassion and love, not leaving my soul to the grave, 

Has given me life; born again from above, by God’s sovereign grace I’ve been saved. 

 

God lifted me up to the heavenly realms where seated with Christ I am free; 

In ages to come he will show me more grace—so great is his kindness to me. 

 

Since grace is the source of the life that is mine—and faith is a gift from on high— 



I’ll boast in my Savior, all merit decline, and glorify God ‘til I die. 

 

Yet now I am living with work to be done for I am God’s workmanship too, 

Created in Christ with a race to be run, which God has ordained me to do. 

 

We acknowledge God’s blessings 

 

The Prayers of God’s People and the Lord’s Prayer (in unison)                                              RE Jeff Soule 

 

We respond in gratitude for God’s blessing 

 

The Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings 

 

Offertory                                        How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds                             Newton/Larson 

The Aisquith Choir 

 

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds in a believer’s ear!  It soothes my sorrows, heals my 

wounds and drives away my fear.  It makes the wounded spirit whole, and calms the troubled 

breast; it satisfies the hungry soul and gives the weary rest.  O Dear name, the rock on which I 

build, my shield and my hiding place, my never failing treas’ry filled with boundless stores of 

grace, O my Jesus, Savior, Shepherd, Friend, my Prophet, Priest and King, my Lord, my life, my 

way, my end, accept the praise I bring.  Weak is the effort of my heart and cold my warmest 

thought; but when I see You as You are, I’ll praise You I ought.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  In praise, I 

will lift my voice, I will lift my Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Forever I will rejoice!  Till then I 

would You love proclaim with ev’ry fleeting breath; and may the music of Your name refresh my 

soul in life and death.  Alleluia, amen. 

 

The Doxology (Hymnal, pg. 731) and Prayer of Dedication 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above ye heav’nly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

We hear God speak 

                                           

Scripture Reading                                      1 Corinthians 1:26-31                                      Pew Bible pg. 952                                                           

 
26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, 

not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to 

shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and 

despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no human 

being might boast in the presence of God. 30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to 

us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is written, “Let the 

one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

 

Sermon                                                           “Called to Boast”                                             Pastor Ceselsky 

 

Sermon Outline can be found on the back page of the bulletin. 

 

We respond to God’s grace 



 

Hymn No. 565                                                   All for Jesus!                                                             Wycliff 

 

All for Jesus!  All for Jesus!  All my being’s ransomed pow’ers, 

All my thoughts and words and doings, all my days and all my hours. 

 

Let my hands perform his bidding, let my feet run in his ways; 

Let my eyes see Jesus only, let my lips speak forth his praise. 

 

Worldlings prize their gems of beauty, cling to gilded toys of dust, 

Boast of wealth and fame and pleasure; only Jesus will I trust. 

 

Since my eyes were fixed on Jesus, I’ve lost sight of all beside; 

So enchained my spirit’s vision, looking at the Crucified. 

 

O what wonder!  How amazing!  Jesus, glorious King of kings, 

Deigns to call me his beloved, lets me rest beneath his wings. 

 

Benediction and Three-Fold Amen (Hymnal, pg. 740)                                                                       Danish 

 

Postlude                  Praise To The Lord, The Almighty     (tune-Lobe Den Herren) - Stralsund Gesangbuch 

 

Please be seated and quietly reflect upon the Lord’s grace during the Postlude. 

 

 

Announcements 

 

Giving Envelopes for 2023 and sorted Christmas cards are in the narthex.  They are arranged 

alphabetically based on last name.  Please note that we have had to change a few envelope numbers. 

 

2023 Photo Directory Updates are available in the narthex – these will easily insert into your previous 

version.  If you notice any needed updates or need a new covered copy, please let Pastor Ceselsky know. 

 

Read the bible in a Year plans are available in the narthex. 

 

The Women’s Bible Study resumes this Wednesday at 10:30 AM.  You will pick up on the The Gospel 

of Luke, lesson #5 (the 2nd half), and will begin lesson #6.  New members are welcome! 

 

A Congregational Meeting is hereby called for Sunday, February 5, 2023, to immediately follow the 

worship service.  The is our annual stated meeting for the purposes of reviewing the annual reports and 

voting on officer candidate: Deacon Rick Willis.  Please note that if you are responsible for writing one of 

the reports, they should be emailed to Pastor Ceselsky no later than Sunday, January 15. 

 

We will be hosting a congregational breakfast on Sunday, February 5 at 9 a.m.  Please plan to join us 

for a morning of fellowship before we gather for worship.  If you are willing to help with this breakfast, 

please let Pastor Ceselsky know. 

 

A sign-up sheet for the Lord’s Supper is in the narthex.  If you can help set up during one of our 

celebrations, that would be most helpful. 

 

We are still collecting inkjet cartridges.  There is a box in the kitchen for any donations. 



 

Prayer Requests 

 

1. Please continue to be in prayer for Eliza Boon and her family as she continues to battle illness. 

 

2. Please continue in prayer for Nancy Pearre as she deals with trying to find the right medication 

balance for her breathing issues especially in connection with the side effect regarding her teeth. 

 

3. Please be in prayer for the many members, family members and friends of the Aisquith 

Community who currently struggling various illnesses and other physical and emotional issues. 

 

Weekly Calendar 

 

TODAY: 9:00 AM Sunday School for all ages 

     Children – Room 17 

     Adults and Older Children – Room 11 

  10:30 AM Worship Service 

     (Nursery is available in Room 25) 

12:00 PM Taking Down the Christmas Decorations 

Tuesday 6:30 PM Handbell Choir Practice – Room 28 

  7:00 PM Joint Session and Deacons Meeting – Room 38 

Wednesday 10:30 AM Women’s Bible Study – Rooms 15,16 

Saturday 11:00 AM Choir Practice – Room 27 

NEXT Sunday 9:00 AM Sunday School for all ages 

     Children – Room 17 

     Adults and Older Children – Room 11 

10:30 AM Worship Service 

   

Coming Soon 

 

Sunday, February 5 – Congregational Breakfast and Meeting 

   

Church Officers 

 

Ruling Elders:  Jeff Soule & Mark Werner (Clerk) 

Deacons:  Andrew Bell, Gus DeFord, & Ken Schumann (President) 

Deaconesses:  Christine Clark, Debbie DeFord, Fran Oswinkle, & Jeanne Williams (Moderator) 

 

Sermon Notes 

 

Date:  January 8, 2023 

Text:  1 Corinthians 1:26-31 

Sermon Title: “Called to Boast 

Delivered By:  Pastor John Ceselsky 

 

Proposition:  We must boast in the Lord 

 

Main Point 1:  We must forsake what the world values. (vs. 26) 

 

 Point 1:  Wisdom 

 



 

 

 Point 2:  Power 

 

 

 

 Point 3:  High or Noble Birth 

 

 

Main Point 2:  God has chosen what the world forsakes.  (vss. 27-28) 

 

 Point 1:  Foolish 

 

 

 

 Point 2:  Weak 

 

 

 

 Point 3:  Low and Despised 

 

 

 

Main Point 3:  We are chosen into Christ (vs. 30) 

 

 Point 1:  Wisdom 

 

 

 

 Point 2:  Righteousness 

 

 

 

 Point 3:  Sanctification 

 

 

 

 Point 4:  Redemption 


